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ñshocking death of a 23-year-old research assistant [é] received horrific burns in a 
UCLA lab fireò 

ñsupervisor [é] may face a criminal trialò 

ñsecond lab death, at Yale Universityò 

ñbitten while extracting venom from rattlesnakesò 

ñbeing sprayed on the face and hands with sulphuric acid, leading to US$3,000 of 
dermatology treatmentsò 

ñOnly 60% said they had received safety training on specific hazards or agents [é]ò 

ñ40% of junior scientists said that people worked alone in their lab every day ð 
compounding the risk to health should an accident occur ð compared with just 
26% of senior respondentsò 

ñonly 12% of younger scientists said that safety was ñparamount, and takes 
precedence over all other lab prioritiesò, compared with 36% of senior scientistsò 

ñQuestionnaire suggests researchers not as safe as they feelò 

ñSome 86% of the roughly 2,400 scientists who responded said that they believe 
their labs are safe places to work. Yet just under half  had  experienced  injuries  
[é]ò (emphasis added) 

ñgrowing body of reports that point to the need to improve the culture around 
safety in our academic laboratoriesò 
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Alarms and evacuation 

Gas alarm of a setup Evacuation alarm 



Alarms and evacuation 

ÅBe aware of how your actions can affect your surroundings 

ÅBe aware of how your surroundings can affect you 

 

ÅAlways know at least 2 exits from the area you are in 

(in various places you find information notices) 

 

 


