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Research Summary: Understanding physical and spatial patterns of coexistence of different 
uses, social classes and cultural and ethnic identities in the city of Addis Ababa, as a means to 
generate tools, methods and principles toward the formation of all-inclusive urban centers. This 
research takes housing as the protagonist component of the making of the city as a composite 
entity of housing, different uses, amenities, and public open spaces. 

Currently, mass production approach, that didn’t recognize contextual variables that could 
generate necessary qualities, has resulted in a redundant application of limited options and loss of 
local identities. The low-density urban quarters that are characterized by inclusive urban places 
that allow sharing of resources and sustainable development, offering equitable opportunities to 
dwellers of different walks of life are being replaced by strong social and functional structures of 
segregation. 

This research attempts to investigate densification methods, tools, principles and guidelines that 
recognize coexistence and inclusivity in the inner core of Addis Ababa standing critically against 
the current urbanization trend that eliminates significant genes of the city and devalues the need 
for places of constructive coexistence. 
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Main Question: How can 
design keep providing all-
inclusive and public 
responsive spaces and places 
while under the stressful 
conditions of rapid 
urbanization? 

Research Methodology: By taking the city of Addis Ababa as a case, using qualitative methods 
of research it will investigate the mode of development of high density, inner-city, rapid 
urbanization vis-à-vis the production of dwelling environments that reflect contextual identities 
and avail equitable opportunities for its dwellers. This in the later stages will be followed by a 
comparative analysis of the case with other similar contexts in order to formulate a contribution to 
the discourse of the making of places of coexistence in contexts of rapid urbanization.  
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