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Research Summary: This research explores public space in the context of North China by means of 
a focus on modern era (post 1912) and its three city regions being Northern national capitals in history 
- an explicitly geographic and cultural area where the notion public space is used increasingly due to 
globalisation and the influences from the West. It is used in many ways and applied to many spaces 
in China, though with little thorough study of what we ‘know’ locally about the signified phenomena. 
As such outlined in an epistemological manner, based on a critical bilingual literature review on 
Modern and Late-Modern theories of public and public space, this research has engaged in a 
comparative perspective that ensures a legitimacy of cross-culture exchange of knowledge and 
principle, aiming at understanding the multiple meanings of public space in Chinese context and 
generating knowledge for an alternative urban design approach.  
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Main Question: What are the 
multiple meanings of the public/public 
space in Chinese society and to what 
extent does the multiplicity of public 
match with ordinary urban public life 
in North China? 

Research Methodology: A comparative literature review on the same notion public space from two 
cultural spheres, say, Greco-Roman and Chinese and a bilingual review of urban design theories in 
English and Chinese examining the localising process of imported knowledge have built up the 
theoretical framework of this research. Mapping and environmental-behaviour study is also largely 
applied in the case study approach aiming at analysing spatial and cultural patterns of public life in 3 
Northern Chinese capital cities. 

Deliverables: A framework of 
patterns which demonstrates the 
spatial and socio-cultural property of 
Chinese public space 
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