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This design studio will be developed
in collaboration with students and
professors of the Faculty of Architecture
and Urbanism at the University of São
Paulo (FAUUSP).
The studio will focus on the social and
environmental challenges associated with
the urbanization of areas on the southern
edge of São Paulo’s metropolitan region,
around the Áreas de Recuperação e
Proteção dos Mananciais (APRM),
the protected areas allocated to the
reservoirs (mananciais) that provide
drinking water and biodiversity to this
megalopolis. The studio will also examine
the relation between São Paulo’s housing
and environmental challenges, and the
agenda of urban social movements that
reclaim the right to the city.
Participants in the course will thus
be challenged to investigate design
strategies for unbuilt plots or land located
around water reservoirs or environmental
protection areas suitable for urbanization
projects.

The goal is to meet the housing
requirements of families relocated from
risk and permanent preservation areas,
or reducing the population density of
informal settlements located in the same
hydrographic basin.
To support the development of the
project, participants in this course will
develop spatial and situational analysis
in the project’s location, investigating
patterns of inhabitation, interdependence
between dwelling characteristics and
lifestyles, and negotiations between
individual aspirations, collective welfare,
and environmental protection.
The studio will organize a field trip to the
project’s site (São Paulo) in mid-April
2022, if Covid travel regulations allow.
During the field trip, participants will
develop fieldwork and join seminars with
local housing experts and a workshop
with students and professors of FAUUSP.

