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The main takeaways from the internship for 
me have been as follows:
1. Getting real world experience and 

exposure
2. Working with people in the industry and 

from different fields of expertise
3. Networking
4. Finding my first professional mentors in 

the Netherlands
5. Learning new tools and ways of working 
6. Time away from the academic world also 

provided me with time to introspect on 
the learnings from the first year of the 
master and helped me to plan my way 
forward in terms of my thesis

Reflections on my personal learning goals 
(Ref pg 4) are as follows: 
Overall, I think I have been able to 
understand and follow the innovation and 
design process used at Valetch. I have had 
the chance to interact with different people 
here to know how this is applied to projects. 
This framework was also used while working 
on the client project with Royal Haskoning 
DHV. It was interesting for me to learn the 
different phases of the process and also how 
these phases might need to be modified 

based on the client, timelines and budgets. 
At Valtech they extensively use Sketch 
and Principle while designing screens and 
wireframes. Hence while working on projects 
here I go the chance to learn these new 
softwares which I am sure will be useful to 
me in the future! 

I got the chance to also explore and 
experience the dutch working culture. 
This has left me feeling quite positive 
about wanting to continue my career in 
the Netherlands after graduating from my 
masters. I especially like the importance 
given to work life balance here. I also 
appreciate the culture of openness that 
enables everyone to give their opinions and 
ask questions - even interns ;)

All in all, I am glad that I chose to do an 
internship during this quarter since I feel 
that now I am better equipped with real life 
experience and more insights into the kind of 
work I want to do as a Strategic designer. 
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