
        



Helis (HEalth and LIfe Sciences) Academy 
 
 

Helis Academy is a project funded by Interreg 
Vlaanderen-Nederland (EU) that recently started 
in April 2018. 10 Partners from academia and 
industry are now working together to 1. Assess 
the teaching and training needs of health and 
life science companies in the region and 2. To 
develop and to offer courses to provide the 
desired skills and competences. Its main 
purpose is to bridge the large "gap" between the 
required competences in the life sciences jobs 
and the existing competence / training programs, 
like : 1) General 'industry readiness' of 
students graduating in Life Sciences & Health, 
at all levels of education 2) Specific skills for 
certain groups of jobs within the Life Sciences 
& Health sector. 
 
Furthermore, there is a need for specific 
competence screening instruments. Companies 
can use their screening policy on the basis of 
these screening instruments, optimized for their 
staff. In addition, students can use such tools to 
better map their competences. They can do that 
to make the right choices for additional training 
or jobs they aspire to. The above is based on a 
comprehensive competency criteria analysis 
carried out by flanders.bio in collaboration with 
Tempera with company interviews with more 
than 150 companies. In the Netherlands, no 
systematic analysis  of competence needs has 
so far been carried out, but several contacts with 
companies point to very similar needs. 
 
On the basis of the various preliminary studies 
and surveys of companies in the two regions, 
the partners identified a varied program area 
with specific bottlenecks and competencies 
needed for which the Helis Academy wants to 
develop and offer courses better prepare 
students for the life sciences labor market: 
 
 
These are: 
1) Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) 
2) Evidence-based Testing 
3) Data Analysis and Stewardship 
4) Business Development 
5) Technology & life sciences 
6) Product and Process Design 
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