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The Public Building MSc1 studio will
explore the exceptional urban and cultural
transformation occurring within the
Metropolis of the Randstad in relation to
the “Green Heart” and the related Delta.
This impressive network of cities currently
works as the infrastructural framework
into which each urban settlement acts as
a catalyst for the existing environment.
The studio will investigate the mutual
relationship among urban congestion,
public buildings and the public realm
as space of encounter in relation to the
unstable condition of the Metropolis. This
serves as point of departure to design
a mixed-use public building centered
on innovation, with a special concern
on circularity in architecture, energy
efficiency and resiliency. The main
concern justifies a close collaboration
within Architecture and Building
Technology in the full development of the
design proposal at all scales. Moreover,
students are invited to reflect on
digitalisation and economisation, which
increasingly require architecture to be
more productive.

The overall complexity of the urban
framework into which the design proposal
fits requires a special concern on various
stakeholders which are claiming to play a
role within the city’s dynamic control. This
particular phenomenon can be labelled
as ‘multiplicity in design’.
The construction of an architectural
identity and a position vis-à-vis the
everyday life, the formal and the informal,
are part of the design brief. Students are
invited to develop an explicit architectural
position, offering strategies and scenarios
for the design, composition and
materiality of a public building.
The studio will provide a specific site and
programme that define a design project
focused on multiplicity and changing
spatial boundaries.
The Architectural Design Studio
[AR1AP012] and the Building
Engineering Studio [AR1A080] are
integrated and taught during the Fall
semester (Q1 & Q2) toward a coherent
whole.

