
Climate change and the construction 
industry’s current carbon footprint will 
require them to fundamentally rethink 
their relationship with the non-human 
or material world. Architects can initiate 
change, but given the scale of the 
challenge, technological solutions will 
not suffice. They will also have to alter 
their design thinking, by increasing their 
material awareness, as design too often 
remains a linear translation from abstract 
idea to material convention. The studio 
seeks alternative attitudes in which a 
heightened material sensitivity forms the 
starting point.  

While recent theories of new materialism 
propose that we should look at materials 
as active forces in an ongoing process 
of becoming, theories of material culture 
add the understanding of the cultural 
significance of materials through the 
conventions of building practice. Can 
we merge the two ideas to develop a 
material sustainability that encompasses 
cultural notions? To this end, the studio 
explores the many ways in which 

materials and their specific properties can 
generate meaning, through recycling, by 
working from the existing, or by using it 
sustainably in new constructions.  

The brief involves transforming an 
existing project through a small but 
strategic investment. The studio starts 
with a careful assessment of the existing 
in its urban context, using alternative 
modes of notation and visualisation. In an 
experimental setting you will discuss and 
develop different lines of material design 
thinking and design. In a collaborative 
effort, you will get your hands dirty (to 
the extent possible) producing elements 
and details at 1:6 scale, giving you the 
opportunity to harness the resistance 
and agency of materials in the design 
and execution process, resulting in a 
meaningful integration of old and new. 

Please note that this studio will 
be held on Mondays and Fridays
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